
SPIRIT AND PURPOSE OF FASTING 
By: Allameh Sayyid Saeed Akhtar Rizvi 

 

'O Ye who believe: Fasting is 

prescribed to you that ye may 

[learn] self- restraint...'' 

(Qur'an 2:183). 

 

Fast, like living 

things, has a body 

and a soul. The 

required abstinence 

from food, water, 

sexual relations etc. 

is the body of the 

fast; "piety" is its 

soul. If we are not striving t o
refine our character by fast, 

our fast will be a body without 

soul. Fast cleans our body 

from impurities. Likewise, it 

must purify our hearts and 

minds from all impure 

thoughts, improper desires and 

undisciplined sensations. 

 

The Holy Prophet saw a 

woman, who was fasting on 

that day [not in Ramadan], 

abusing her girl-servant. The 

Prophet admonished her and 

told her to break her fast. The 

woman protested: "But I am 

fasting today.” The Holy 

Prophet said, "But was not 

your fast broken by the abuses 

you were furling upon that 

poor girl?" 

Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq 

(A.S) has said: "Your 

fast day should not be 

like other ordinary 

days, When you fast, 

all your - - senses - 

eyes, ears, tongue 

hands, and feet- - 

must fast with you." How? 

 

Eyes: Keep your eyes of 

unlawful things and objects; 

use this most precious gift of 

God in good cause and pious 

acts and read Quran and Duas. 

 

Ears. Abstain from hearing 

unlawful gossip, lies, false 

statements, music and obscene 

topics. Pay your attention 

towards sermons and topics of 

learning etc. 

 

Tongue: Do not tell lies or 

useless tales; do not spread 

rumours or damaging gossips 
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about other persons; keep 

aloof from falsity. Use the 

power of speech in spreading 

the word of God: in creating 

goodwill in the society. 

 

Hand: Do not 

inflict injury upon 

others by your 

actions; instead 

strive to help them 

as far as you can. 

 

Feet: Do not go 

towards forbidden 

places, like bars and 

cinemas. Do not run 

between people creating a 

strife. Go towards those places 

where God is remembered; 

and your movements should 

be to bring people together. 

 

And above all, your heart and 

mind must be with you in 

fasting because fast, in its real 

sense, will not be complete 

unless your thoughts, your 

emotions, your actions - in 

short, all aspects of our life - 

become pure, clean and free 

from blemish. 

“(The month of Ramadan) is 

the month of repentance, 

month of forgiveness, month of 

reward. "(The Holy Prophet). 

 

The month of Ramadan is 

called the month of God. '' It 

strengthens the relation 

between a man and 

his Creator. Think 

of a person 

abstaining from 

necessities of life, 

like food and water 

(to say nothing of 

other pleasures) 16 

hour? a day, for one 

month at a stretch; 

think again that he 

doe? so not because of any 

external pressure, but by his 

own free will; and remember 

that he expects no worldly 

reward and that his only wish 

in fasting is to be nearer to 

Allah - and then you may 

appreciate how strong is the 

relation between a Muslim and 

his Lord. 

 

By fasting, a Muslim 

subjugates his worldly desires 

and strengthens his spiritual 

powers. He learns a lesson 

most relevant to his spiritual 

well-being; he comes to 
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realize that nothing (not even 

his body and soul) is his own. 

After this realization, he can 

appreciate that freedom given 

to him by God in almost all 

walks of life during the past 

eleven months. 

He will know that he can 

never claim of that freedom of 

action as a matter of right. It is  

just a grace of God for which 

he should ever remain 

thankful to Him. That 

appreciation will lead to 

gratitude, and that gratitude 

will show itself in his 

behaviour and deeds all his 

life, making him a trustworthy 

friend and a lovable 

companion. As the month of 

Ramadan prepares a Muslim 

to become a perfect man it is 

called the shield against the 

Hell  

 

Also, the Holy Prophet (pbuh) 

said;  

 

"GOD says fast is for me only 

and I myself will give its 

reward”

 

*****

REQUEST 

Without your financial assistance and moral support this society 

cannot continue its selfless activities. 

S. I. Education Society is a victim of recession in every respect 

and difficulties. 

 

Please do donate generously. I am authorized to utilize Khums 

and other charity money in this sacred work of Tabligh.

With thanks and dua..........…….The Patron 
5

The Minister September 2010

email: rizvi1933@yahoo.co.uk

The Minister sept 2010:Layout 3  18/8/10  15:46  Page 5



ISLAMIC CONCEPT OF JIHAD 
By: Dr. Maqsood Jafri 

The Arabic word Jihad 

literally means "holy 

struggle". It is not holy war. 

War is war. No war 

can be holy. The 

blood of humans is 

holy and sacred. The 

Quran says unjust 

killing of one man 

means the killing of 

the whole mankind. 

What is just killing 

and what is unjust 

killing. When some body kills 

a man without any reason or 

justification it is unjust killing. 

When the judge gives the 

capital punishment to this 

murderer and issues the order 

of his death, it is a just killing. 

Similarly, when a war is thrust 

upon you and you become the 

victim of persecution and 

aggression, you are permitted 

to defend yourselves and kill 

the invaders or perpetrators. 

There are some Muslims who 

believe in Jihad in the name of 

aversion and conversion. They 

have aggressive attitude. Such 

extremists divide the world in 

to two blocs. The House of 

Peace (Darus Salam) and the 

House of War (Darul Harab). 

Wherever there is no 

Islam as a code of 

system of life it is 

Hose of war and we 

should crusade for 

the enforcement of 

Islamic way of life 

and change it in to 

the House of peace. 

Such ideology has 

created immense problems for 

the Muslims world over. 

 

In Islam Jihad is of three 

types. The struggle by 

Tongue; the struggle by Pen 

and the struggle by Sword. So 

far as religion is concerned the 

Quran time and again 

announces peaceful preaching 

through exhortation, love, 

logic, mercy and example. No 

where the Quran has said that 

the people of other faiths 

should be killed or forcibly 

converted. In Sura AI-Nahl in 

verse 125 the Quran says; 

"'Invite (all) to the way of 
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Lord with wisdom and 

beautiful preaching; and 

argue with them in ways that 

are best and most gracious; 

For thy Lord knoweth best, 

who has strayed from His 

path, and who receive 

guidance." The Jihad by 

Tongue and Pen means that 

you preach your ideas and 

ideology with logic and love. 

Do not hurt others feelings. 

Do not sow the seeds of hatred 
and discord in the name of 

God. The Quran announces 

the whole of humankind as 

one community. We the 

members of one human 

family. Believers are human 

beings. God sent prophets with 

books not with swords and 

guns. Abraham, Moses, Jesus 

and Muhammad gave us law 

and life. All preached 

brotherhood, justice, freedom, 

equality peace. The prophets 

were the greatest champions 

of human rights. They boldly 

revolted against the tyrants, 

oppressors and aggressors. 

 

Jihad by sword is only 

permissible when you are 

attacked.  It is unfortunate that 

Islam is being branded as the 

religion extremists, fascists, 

fundamentalists and terrorists. 

A few days ago some non-

Muslim entailed me. He 

wrote; "Islam is the religion of 

terrorism and Muhammad was 

a terrorist." Why he wrote 

this? How he came to such a 

conclusion? First; he has 

neither studied Islam nor the 

life of the Prophet of Islam. 

Second he h read or seen the 

terrorist activities of some 

Muslim hard line and 

extremists. Partly he is correct 

and partly he is incorrect. The 

Quran about mischief mongers 

and the enemies of peace 

candidly in Surah "The Cow"; 

"when it is said to them; 'make 

n mischief on the earth'. They 

say; 'we are only ones that put 

thin~ right'.  Of a surety, they 

are the ones who make 

mischief, bi they realize it not" 
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(2:11-12). The serious, 

objective and rational study of 

the Quran testifies this verity 

that Islam strongly condemns 

bloodshed and aggression. It is 

a religion of peace. The 

Meccans attacked Muhammad 

thrice. The battle of Badr; the 

battle of Uhad and the battle 

of Trench are solid proofs of 

the fact that the Muslims of 

Medina were assaulted by the 

idolater of Mecca under the 

command of Abu Suffyan. 

When the Meccan breached 

the Treaty of Hudabiyya, then 

the Prophet of Islam moved to 

Mecca and without bloodshed 

conquered it. Had he been a 

terrorist or an aggressor he 

would have ruthlessly killed 

his enemies. The people who 

had tortured him and had 

turned him out from his native 

place would have also been 

wiped off him out from his 

native place would have also 

been wiped off. On the 

contrary what he did. He 

announced general amnesty. 

In the words of Quran he said; 

"Today No vengeance" - 

Pardon for all. Mercy for all. 

When his deadliest enemy 

Abu Suffyan accompanied by 

the uncle of the Prophet, 

Hazrat Abbas came and 

sought mercy and pardon, the 

Prophet forgave him. Besides 

it is on record that Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) never 

sides it is on record that 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

never wielded sword or 

carried sword. He never killed 

anyone in his life.   

The Quran says about the 

Prophet: "we have not but sent 

you as a mercy for all the 

worlds'. How such a man can 

be regarded as a terrorist? 

Here I must admit that some 

people are involved in terrorist 

activi ties. They are killing 

Muslims and non-Muslims in 

the name of religion. They are 

sectarian terrorists.  They are 

suicide bombers.  They have 

bean brainwashed. They 

believe in extremism. Such 

elements must be condemned. 

Jihad is not offensive.  
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IMPORTANT DATES OF THIS MONTH

(Islamic dates are subject to the sighting of the moon)

……………………………………………………

S.I.E.S MARRIAGE BUREAU

IS NOW ONLINE…

Visit http://www.sies.co.uk

and click on the Marriage Bureau link

1
st

September 2010 21
st

Ramadan 1431

2
nd

September 2010

22
nd Ramadan

Layla-tul-Qadr

3
rd

September 2010

23
rd Ramadan

Yawm-ul-Qadr

10
th

September 2010 1
st

Shawwal 1431

Eid-ul-Fitr

11
th

September 2010 Moon confronting Scorpio

12
th

September 2010 Moon confronting Scorpio
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SALWAT ON IMAM ALI a.s. 
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DUTIES OF MEN:  
RESPECT YOUR WIFE 

By: Ayatullah Ibrahim Amini 
 

A-woman is proud of herself 

just the same as a man would 

be. She likes to be respected 

by others. She would get hurt 

if she were to be 

insulted or belittled. 

She feels good 

when respected and 

would hate those 

who try to degrade 

her. 

 

Dear Sir! your wife 

surely expects you 

to respect her more 

than others. She has every 

right to expect her life partner 

and best friend to care for her. 

 

She works for you and your 

children's comfort and thus 

expects you to value her 

efforts and to respect her. 

Honouring her would not 

belittle you but it would 

indeed go to prove your love 

and affection towards her. 

Therefore, respect her more 

than others and talk to her 

politely. Do not interrupt her 

or shout at her. Call her by 

respectful and virtuous names. 

Show your respect when she 

wants to sit down. When you 

enter the house, if 

she forgets to say 

'Salam' (greetings), 

then you should say 

'Salam' to her. Say 

'Good-bye' when 

leaving your house. 

Do not lose contact 

with her when 

travelling or away 

from home. Write to 

her. 

Show your respect for her 

when in gatherings. Seriously 

avoid all insults and 

humiliation. Do not abuse or 

even jokingly tease her. Do 

not think that because you are 

close to her she would not 

mind you making fun of her. 

On the contrary she will 

dislike such an attitude but 

may not express it.  

 

"A dignified woman, around 

35 years of age, says about her 
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divorce request: It is twelve 

years that I have been married. 

My husband is a good man 

and there are many 

characteristics of a good and 

amiable person in him. But he 

has never wanted to realize 

that I am his wife and the 

mother of both his children. 

He thinks he is a fitting person 

for get-togethers, but he 

performs his show by teasing 

and humiliating me. You 

cannot believe how much I 

have been hurt. My nerves 

have been affected so much 

that I have to go to a 

psychiatrist for treatment. I 

have talked to my husband 

about it many times. I have 

begged him not to treat me in 

this way. I have reminded him 

of my position as 'his wife' and 

my age and that it is not 

proper for him to joke with me 

in front of others so that they 

have a laugh or a good time. I 

feel embarrassed in front of 

everybody and because I have 

not ever been a witty person, I 

cannot compete with him. 

Since my demands are not 

being met by my husband, I 

prefer to separate from him. I 

know I will not be happy on 

my own, but I cannot live with 

a man who constantly 

degrades me'."'" All women 

expect their husbands to 

respect them and all of them 

hate insults If some women 

keep silent before their 

husbands' humiliations. it is 

not the proof of their 

satisfaction, If you respect 

your wife, she will do the 

same to you and thus your 

relationship will grow 

stronger. You would also earn 

more respect from others. If 

you maltreat her and she 

retaliates, it is again your fault 

and not hers. 

 

Dear Sir! Marrying is not 

equal to getting a slave. You 

cannot treat a free person as a 

slave. Your wife has married 
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you in order to live with you 

and to share her life with a 

man whom she loves. She 

expects the 

same things 

from you as you 

do from her.  

 

Therefore treat 

her in a manner 

in which you would like to be 

treated. 

"Imam Sadiq (AS), quoting his 

father, stated: 'Whoever 

marries, must respect his wife'. 

"The Prophet (SA) of Allah 

stated: 'Whoever respects a 

Muslim, Allah would pay him 

his own respect',

"The Prophet (SA) of Allah 

also stated: 

'None would 

respect women 

except the 

magnanimous 

ones, and none 

would insult 

them except the ignoble ones.'

In addition, the  

 

Prophet (SA) of Allah stated: 

'Whoever insults his family, 

would lose happiness in his 

life'. 

*****

���������	��
�
����	�
�����������
 

• Intellect is the guide of the believer 

• The perfection of the intellect is in three (things);humbleness 

for ALLAH, good certainty and silence except of good reason 

• Ignorance is in three (things);haughtiness, uncontrolled 

dispute and ignorance regarding ALLAH 

• Knowledge is a shield, truthfulness is might, ignorance is 

abasement, understanding is glory, generosity is success and 

good behaviour causes friendship 

• Ambiguous things don’t affect he who has knowledge about 

his time 

• Whoever is extreme gets involved and whoever is afraid of 

the consequences refrain from entering what he does not 

know
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JANABE MALIKA NARGIS KHATOON 
The amazing and romantic story of how the Princess of Rome came 

into the life of Hazrat Imam Hasan Askari A.S 

 

Related by Bashar bin Sulemaan Ansaari; 

 

Bashar bin Sulemaan was a 

near and trustworthy friend of 

both the 10th Imam A.S and 

the 11th Imam A.S, he was 

also their neighbour in 

Samarrah. He relates the 

miracle of Janabe Nargis 

Khatoon like this : 

 

“One day Imam Ali Naqi A.S 

sent His servant to call for me. 

As I arrived in the presence of 

Imam Hadi A.S I sat down 

before Him. The Holy Imam 

A.S said to me: “ 0’ Bashar, 

you are a descendant of Janabe 

Ayyoub Ansari who was a 

disciple of Hazrat Muhammad 

Mustafa S.A.W. Your family 

and forefathers have always 

been those who always 

assisted and was befriend of 

the AhIul-Bayt A.S therefore 

considering you to be the most 

trustworthy of all I would like 

to entrust you with an 

assignment which if you fulfil 

it your position will be in high 

ranks among my Shias. This is 

a secret commission that I am 

sending you to purchase a 

female servant.” 

 

Thus Imam Hadi A.S wrote a 

letter in Roman language and 

sealed it with His seal , He 

also showed me a red bag with 

220 dinaars inside it and said 

:” Take this letter and this bag 

and go to bank of the river  

Euphrates at the appointed day 

and reach the place before 

noon. When you will get there 

you will see some ships 

arriving carrying prisoners of 

war. On board these ships will 

be some slave-girls and to buy 

them a group of agents and 

chiefs of the Bani Abbas and a 

few young Arabs will crowd 

to purchase them. Stand aside 

before the slave-dealer Umar-

o-bin-Yazid meanwhile he 

will show a slave-girl who will 

wear two parts of thick knitted 

robes and she will refuse to 
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step up to the buyers or to be 

touched by them. You will see 

her sitting behind a curtain 

crying in the roman language 

of her fear to be unveiled. The 

buyers will mark her nobility 

and purity so they will offer 

300 dinaars but this girl will 

answer them and say that:” 

Even if you would come as a 

king like Sulemaan bin-Daoud 

or similar to him I would 

never have affection for you. 

So it would be better if you 

buy someone else if you don’t 

want to waste your money.” 

The slave-dealer will be 

confused and say: “How long 

should I wait, I am compelled 

to sell you.” But she will 

answer him: “Why this hurry. 

It is important for me to 

choose my purchaser to whom 

my heart accept him as 

trustworthy and truthful”. 

When you hear her say these 

words, rise and approach the 

slave-dealer and tell him that 

you have a letter in roman 

language written by a noble 

trustworthy man. Give him 

this letter to hand it over to 

this girl so that she can read it 

and then make up her mind 

according to this letter. Tell 

him that if she gives herself 

willingly to the writer of this 

letter then present yourself as 

my client to buy her.” Bashar 

Bin-Sulemaan relates that I 

carried out all the instructions 

Imam Ali Naqi A.S had given 

me. When this noble girl 

received the letter of the holy 

Imam A.S and read it she burst 

into tears and then said to 

Umar bin-Yazid that:” Sell me 

to the writer of this letter and 

if you refuse I will surely kill 

myself.” After her approval I 

talked over the price with the 

slave dealer and finally he 

agreed to sell her for 220 

dinaars as much as my holy 

Imam A.S had given me to 

pay for her. I gave the slave-

dealer the amount of money 

and the girl was happy to 

come with me. I along with 

the girl proceeded towards 

Baghdad but on our way she 

was filled with excitement and 

her face was lightened with 

joy. She took the letter of the 

holy Imarn A.S from her 

pocket and kissed it and 

rubbed it all over her face. As 

I was amazed seeing all this I 
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finally asked her: “You don’t 

even know who wrote this 

letter to you but yet you show 

such joy, happiness and relief 

upon receiving it?” The girl 

answered me:” 0’ you who 

haven’t recognized the 

offspring of the Prophet 

S.A.W. Listen carefully to my 

story ; 

I am the daughter of Yashoa 

who is the son of the Emperor 

of Rome and my name is 

Malika, my mother is the 

descendant of Shamoon 

(Simon) the successor of 

Hazrat Eesa. I will tell you the 

whole story of this miracle : I 

was only 13 years old when 

my grandfather the great 

Emperor of Rome had chosen 

his nephew as my life partner 

and was anxious to fulfil this 

marriage. To this wedding 

ceremony 300 monks and 

priests , 700 of the noble ones 

and 4000 army officers and 

chieftains were invited to his 

castle. Now a highjewel-

studded throne which carried 

40 steps was arranged for the 

bridegroom. When the nephew 

of the Emperor was seated on 

this throne he was surrounded 

by the bishops and the priests 

who were there to pay him 

honour carrying the holy 

scriptures of Injeel to carry out 

the wedding ceremony. 

Suddenly the supports’ of the 

throne gave way and the 

throne with the bride-groom 

collapsed.. The Padres , Popes 

and all the attendants- were 

shocked at this- accident and 

the Archbishop said to- my 

grandfather that:” O’King 

exempt us from this wedding-

ceremony , this is a sign of the 

downfall of Christianity.” My 

grandfather too considered this 

as a bad sign but still ordered 

the throne to be set once again 

and commanded the priests to 

resume the marriage-

ceremony but now with the 

brother of the bridegroom in 

hope to accomplish his wish. 

But the moment they were 

going to many us the same 

accident was repeated. Now 

the people ran away and the 

castle was left empty. Feeling 

sad and destroyed my 

grandfather rose and went to 

his private chamber.  

Continues in next issue…. 
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ETHICS AND ETIQUETTE 
By: Ayatullah Allama Sayyid Ibn-e Hassan Najafi 

 
The period of childhood is the 

right time for the modelling of 

a "good citizen" or an "ideal 

Muslim" 

 

Those parents who try their 

utmost from what is available 

to them, for the physical safety 

and the nourishment of their 

children, ought to pay full 

attention and concentration 

towards their mental 

development, that is, their 

social and cultural education, 

since amicable living mainly 

depends upon ethics. 

 

But the meaning of ethics is 

not what has been infused 

upon us by feudalism and has 

engraved upon every mind 

that anyone who has 

acquaintance with the 

prevailing etiquettes of 

cordially meeting each other, 

(hypocritical) mutual 

hospitality, and etiquettes of 

eating and drinking, and 

moreover the modest use of 

charming words and 

melodious tone during 

discussion, is considered to be 

the total domain of ethics! No, 

it is definitely not so! 

While considering the limits 

of ethics, this is but a very 

particular or brief definition of 

ethics. Just a meagre notion! 

Well, it is accepted provided 

that it is not hypocrisy that a 

decent way of living and a 

modest style of meeting others 

is an essential and a desirable 

feature of a cultured character, 

however, the issues of ethics 

does not end there. 

 

The "science of ethics" is an 

art of living, with the help of 

which a man can distinguish 

between "virtue and evil", and 

recognize between "good and 

bad". For everyone, ethics is 

an effective means of learning 

die skills to shape one's self, 

seek the correct direction, trod 

along the right path, and live a 

better, cultured life. The 

cultured manners are linked 

with all the domains of life, 
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and only pleasant manners 

could help achieve a dignified 

place in all walks of life. 

 

The great philosopher of 

Islam, Imam Ali ibne Abi 

Talib (AS), while discussing 

the "Philosophy of Ethics", 

highlights the significance of 

ethics in the following words: 

 

"Even if we don't have the 

desire for Heaven, the longing 

for reward, the fear of Hell, 

and the concern regarding 

punishment, still the 

aspiration for "noble actions" 

(Makarim-ul-Akhlaq)- cannot 

be separated from life, 

because man can only seek the 

path of success in the 

brilliance of ethics." 

(Mustadrak-ul-Wasail, vol. 2, 

p. 283)

The truth is that Islam is a 

religion for the realization of 

the all-directional 

accomplishment for the sons 

of Adam (AS). As by its 

principles, ideology and 

approach, this legitimate 

religion intends to shape an 

ever better human being. That 

is why in this system, there is 

an extraordinary emphasis on 

ethics, and ethical virtues have 

a distinguished status. 

Therefore, the highest quality 

of the Last Messenger of Allah 

(SAW) as enumerated in the 

Qur'an, is: 

“And there is no doubt in it 

that you possess an extremely 

elevated position of ethics. " 

(68:41) 

 

And the Noble Prophet 

(SAW), the "emerald" 

amongst all the Prophets 

(PBUT) by his virtuous tongue 

(drenched in Vah'i) elucidates 

thus, regarding himself: 

'1 have descended upon this 

world, to raise moral virtues 

to their zenith." (Biharul-

Anwar, vol. 16, p. 210) The 

renowned Iranian poet, Sa'adi 

Shirazi, has elegantly 

elucidated this great human 

virtue of the Prophet (SAW), 

in the following words: 

From amongst the thousands 

of his (the Prophet's - SAW) 

miracles were elegant manners 

and generosity." 

As a matter of fact in this 

world, only he who has decent 
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habits, is virtuous. The 

grading of the dignity of a 

personality is only by the 

intellectual standards it bears. 

The person whose physical 

qualities and spiritual virtues 

appeal to, is considered 

reliable. Imam Zainul-Abideen 

(AS), says: 

"Oh, what a fortune! That 

person is really fortunate, who 

has decent manners, a pious 

soul, a fine temperament, fair 

intentions, and is apparently 

unblemished. Moreover, he 

helps others from his savings, 

keeps his tongue under 

control, and is fair in 

attitude 

with 

everyone." 

(Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 116) 

 

Keeping these facts in view, 

we have no hesitation to 

comment that in the 

development of a religious 

mentality and a spiritual 

culture, ethics is of prime 

significance. 

 

In the school of Monotheism, 

the "springs" of ethics neither 

sprout from the creditable 

concepts of Aris   

the fascinating   
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(SAW), another source of 

direction and guidance is in 

the pious conduct of those 

leaders, who have assimilated 

all the facilities and qualities 

of the "Master of all Ethical 

Virtues" [Sahib-e Khuluq-

eAzeem - i.e. the Prophet 

(SAW)] in such a way that 

there remained no difference 

in their self and the verdict of 

the Qur'an!  

These are the Members of the  

Prophet's family (Ablul-Bait – 

AS.      

The existence of    

in co-union wit   

of the Prophet (  

Bait), has vividl  

in the famous  

"AsSaqathlain".    

continuously nar

and has been re

different sourc   

collections of the

and is also infe  

authentic Shi'a   

reference. 
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DO WE NEED TO PREPARE OURSELVES 

FOR LAYLATUL QADR AFTER 

KNOWING ITS SIGNIFICANCE? 

Yes, Let us imagine for a 

moment that we are invited for 

a special feast by the president 

of our country, who also tells 

us in advance that he is going 

to reward us with magnificent 

gifts as per the way we present 

and behave ourselves during 

the feast - What would we do? 

After the initial euphoria, we 

would leave no stone unturned 

to present themselves in the 

best possible manner. 

Preparations of what to wear, 

how to get there, what will I 

speak with the president, If I 

have to go through his 

secretary what will I say to 

him, what sort of gifts will I 

take with me, what sort of 

conversation I have with him, 

all this and more will be 

thought about, rehearsed and 

re-rehearsed. Correct me if I 

am wrong! 

 

All this 'tension' in honour of 

an invitation from the 

President of a country. 

Laylatul Qadr is an invitation 

form the President of all 

Presidents, The Supreme One. 

Do we need to make 

preparations for this night? 

 

Undoubtedly, we must start 

our preparations way ahead of 

time, after all going by human 

fitra, there is more than profit 

that can be got from this feast 

of Laylatul Qadr unless out of 

sheer carelessness we end up 

amongst those negligent and 

idle ones, who do not achieve 

anything except tiredness, loss 

and eternal doom, who will 

gain nothing except regret and 

cry out aloud on the day of 

Reckoning: 

"Ah! Woe upon me! In that I 

neglected (my duty) towards 

Allah (SWT)" 

 

How to prepare oneself for 

The Night of Power 

(Laylatul Qadr)? 
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(I) Preparing Mentally 

• Strive to keep Allah 

(SWT) at the fore of 

one's mind the whole 

night long.  

• All the Ibadah 

(worship) done should 

be recited in the state 

of being completely 

awake, aware, 

conscious, and with a 

live heart. If one feels 

that one will not be 

able to concentrate 

then start reciting from 

now "We are from 

Allah and towards Him 

is our return." - Holy 

Quran (2:156) for it is 

considered as a tragedy 

if one can not in this 

night receive the divine 

grace in supplications. 

"Their prayers ascend 

upwards and reaches 

Allah, their words are 

accepted, and Allah 

loves to listen to their 

prayers the way a 

mother likes her own 

child." 

• Is not it shameful that 

the prayers which 

ascend upwards should 

be recited from the tip 

of the tongue, while 

the heart and soul 

remain occupied in 

worldly affairs? 

• Many a times, one 

feels that one cannot 

'properly' perform a 

certain Ibadah and so 

decided to forgo it. 

One should not do 

listen to this 'waswas' 

instead, one should 

perform it and more, 

for acceptance lies in 

the Hand of the Mercy 

of Allah (SWT). 

 

(II) Preparing Physically 
• For worshipping in this 

night a suitable place, 

dress, and perfume 

should be arranged in 

advance (comfortable 

dress which does not 

distract us).  

• Paying alms during 

this night - to the 

people who really 

deserve financial 

support.  

• Follow the translation 

of the Duas in order to 

understand what you 
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are reciting for lutf is 

only got when one 

knows what one is 

reciting. 

 

(III) Preparing Spiritually 
• Increase ones 

eagerness for receiving 

the promised bounties 

and blessings.  

• Select worships and 

deeds which are more 

in harmony with ones 

mood.  

• When one stands for 

prayer, or any other 

Ibadah, to briefly spare 

a moment to think 

about the wisdom of 

that action/its meaning 

etc for e.g. Why am I 

standing towards 

Makkah? To realize 

that when I stand on 

my two feet, it 

indicates my hope and 

fear about the 

acceptance of my 

worship.  

• Resorting (Tawassul) 

to Ahlul Bayt (as) - 

With persistence, 

supplicating in a polite 

and soft manner, with 

words and content 

arousing their 

sympathies, should 

beseech them for 

bestowing upon us the 

grace of being vigilant 

during this night.  

 

*****

THANKS TO ALLAH (S.W.T) 

 
Distribution of ‘The Minister’ has been increased by the grace 

of Allah (S.W.T).  

 

May Allah accept our selfless efforts and bestow our 

benevolent and generous donor’s long life with 

prosperity…........................................Ameen 
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JUSTICE 
 
Justice is the master of virtues 

and the course to peace. Islam 

has glorified justice and 

encouraged it through 

numerous texts of the Quran 

and the Sunna:  

"Allah  commands  (people)  

to  maintain justice, kindness, 

and proper relations with their 

relatives." (16:90) 

 

"Be just in your words, even if 

the party involved is one of 

your relatives." (6:152) 

 

"Allah commands you to 

return that which had been 

entrusted to you to the rightful 

owners. Be just when passing 

judgment among people." 

(4:58) 

 

As he was asked about the 

codes of the religion 

completely,  

Imam Sajjad (a.s.) said: "They 

are to say the right, judge with 

justice, and fulfill the pledge" 

(Behaar al-Anwaar; vol. 16 (as 

quoted from Kitab ul-Ahsara; 

page 116andas-Saduq'sal-

Khesaal) 

Imam-Sadiq a.s.) said: 

"Justice is more delicious than 

honey, softer than butter, and 

more sweet-smelling than 

musk" 

(al-Wafi; part 3 page 89 (as 

quoted from al-Kafi))  

 

Imam ar-Reza (a.s.) said: 

"The application of justice and 

charity is sign of the 

continuance of graces." 

(Behaar al-Anwaar; vol. 16 (as 

quoted from Kitab ul-Ahsara; 

page 116 and Oyoon Akhbar 

ar-Reza)) 

 

Forms of Justice 

 

(1) Man's justice towards 

Allah (s.w.t.): 

 

This is the brightest form, the 

highest concept, and the title 

of credibility of justice. How 

is it possible for anyone to 

fulfil the obligations of Allah 

(s.w.t.) so justly since Allah 

(s.w.t.) is the All-benefactor 

Whose graces are innumerable 

and favours are incalculable? 

It  is impossible to achieve 
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justice towards the  Lord Who 

is absolutely Self-Sufficient 

except through confessing of 

shortcoming. 

 

Justice towards Allah (s.w.t.) 

stands for the believing in 

Him, being sincere with Him, 

believing in His messengers 

and representatives, and 

responding to the necessities, 

such as the love for Him, 

having the honor of 

worshipping Him, persisting 

on the obedience to Him, and 

being away from the acts of 

disobedience to Him. 

 

(2) Man's justice towards the 

society: 

 

This form of justice can be 

achieved by observing the 

individuals' rights, refraining 

from maltreating them, 

dealing with them through 

noble traits, and courtesy, and 

sympathizing the poor as well 

as the other matters of social 

justice. 

 

In the  holy  Quran,  Allah  

summarizes  the factuality of 

the public justice by saying: 

"Allah  commands (people) to  

maintain justice, kindness, and 

proper relations with their 

relatives. He forbids them to 

commit indecency, sin, and 

rebellion. Allah gives you 

advice so that perhaps you will 

take heed." (16:90) 

 

Amir ul-Mu'minin (a.s.) 

depicted the course of the 

social justice so briefly and 

eloquently: "My son, make 

yourself the measure for 

dealings between you and 

others. Thus, you should 

desire for others what you 

desire for yourself and hate for 

others what you hate for 

yourself. Do not oppress as 

you do not like to be 

oppressed. Do good to others, 

as you would like good to be 

done to you. Regard bad for 

yourself whatever you regard 

bad for others. Accept that 
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(treatment) from others, which 

you would like others to 

accept from you. Do not talk 

about what you do not know 

even though what you know 

be very little. Do not say to 

others what you do not like to 

be said to you"  

 

(3) Justice towards the dead: 

 

The alive should be just 

towards the dead who 

departed this life leaving 

fortunes and gaining nothing 

in their everlasting journey 

except a few yards of clothes 

and narrow spans of the inside 

of the earth. 

 

It is just for the alive to feel 

sympathetic to the dead and 

reward them equitably by 

implementing their wills, 

defraying their debts, doing 

charitable and righteous deeds 

for their sake, and seeking 

Allah's forgiveness to them. 

Imam as-Sadiq (a.s.) said: 

"The dead feels happy for 

seeking Allah (s.w.t.)'s mercy 

and forgiveness for him in the 

same way as the alive feels 

happy for the presents gifted 

to him." "As f or Muslims 

whodoa charitable deedfor the 

sake of a dead, Allah will 

double their rewards and will 

reward the dead for that deed, 

too" (These two narratives are 

quoted from Sheikh as-Saduq's 

Man Laa Yahzorohul Faqih) 

 

(4) Justice of the rulers: 

 

Because of their being the 

leaders of people and the 

guardians of nation, the rulers 

are the worthiest of being 

characterized by justice. On 

that account, the rulers' justice 

represents the highest concept 

of justice and the most 

influential. Through the rulers' 

justice, security is achieved, 

peace predominates, luxury 

prevails, and the subjects 

become happy. 

 

*****
PLEASE PROVIDE US WITH YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS USING THE ‘CONTACT 

US’ FORM ON OUR WEBSITE TO RECEIVE  

THE MINISTER MAGAZINE MONTHLY VIA EMAIL ALSO.
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By: Mrs. S.Z. Kamoonpuri 

�

O Muslim woman! Veil is your jewel,  

In the virtuous institution of Hijab, 

You happily dwell. 

Hijab is your light and greatest honour  

Hijab is a protective shield for women,  

You are saved from all bad omen  

Your status is higher than heavenly hoor,  

You submitted to the Will of God, 

And got your 5or  

Your virtuous personality is very precious,  

Prettier than Miss world is your sub-conscious.  

Hijab is a shell and you are its real pearl.  

No western girl can compete with your jewel  

Although you live in a very simple attire.   

Modem fashionable women, 

Will envy you when they do retire  

They will regret neglecting Hijab,  

Having lost the status by not wearing Niqaab.
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For surely without Hijab, a woman is worthless,  

By observing Hijab, she becomes matchless.  

From an early age develop your abilities  

Train yourself for virtuous qualities  

Train your child before his/her birth  

He she is the greatest enjoyment on this earth.  

Therefore, develop attractive personalities,  

Your child is your image,  

The mirror of your qualities  

0 Muslim virtuous woman! 

Beware and be careful for your children’s training,  

For you will be accountable for their misleading. 

 

Try your best to set a beautiful example, 

of an ideal woman of Islam 

Through the mirror of your actions  

They are going to strengthen their Iman (Faith)  

Misleading them from the Path of Islam, 

is indeed a very great sin 

Sin is heavier on the scale  

Even if it is smaller than a needle. 
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IMPORTANCE OF RITUAL PRAYER 

Salat is one of the most 

significant and essential duties 

and obligations in Islam and is 

incumbent on every person 

who is sane and 

has attained 

puberty in all 

circumstances, 

even when he is 

engaged in a 

fierce battle or is 

endangered with 

drowning in sea. 

Although in such 

extraordinary 

cases, the ritual 

prayers are 

offered in a particular and 

shortened way. The various 

spiritual effects of salat are 

such that the holy vicegerents 

of the Last Prophet have 

named it as the "Pillar of 

Religion. If a person 

deliberately fails to pray, he 

has demolished the structure 

of his religion.8 Imam Sadiq, 

peace be upon him, was asked: 

"Which is the dearest and most 

effective means of nearness to 

God?" The Imam, peace be 

upon him, replied: "Next to 

the faith in God, I believe, 

nothing overshadows the salat. 

Similarly it has been narrated 

from him that on the day of 

Resurrection, 

every person will 

be questioned 

about his prayers 

more than 

anything else. If 

one's ritual 

prayers are 

accepted, the rest 

of his deeds will 

also be 

recognized and if 

his prayers are 

disapproved the remaining 

deeds will also be rejected."~ 

In the presence of Imam 

Baqir, peace be upon him, a 

person was spoken of in such 

a manner: 

 

"He commits what is 

forbidden, despises what is 

incumbent and has even 

ceased to pray." The Imam sat 

straight from his leaning 

position and exclaimed: 

"SubhanAllah Has he actually 

given up praying?! Verily 
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Allah Almighty considers such 

an act a very serious offense."" 

Imam Sadiq (A.S), in his last 

moments, gathered the 

members of his 

family, and 

announced: 

 

"He who belittles 

prayers shall be 

deprived of our 

intercession." 

Salat is one of the 

earliest as well as foremost 

duties of Islam which was 

made incumbent in the very 

first days of the Holy 

Prophet's mission. 

 

The Holy Prophet (S.) used to 

perform the ritual prayers 

along with Ali lbn Abi Talib    

(A.S.)a ten-year old boy at the 

time, and his devoted wife 

Khadijeh (A.S.) near Kabah, 

the house of God."  

The importance of ritual 

prayers is so great that when 

the people of Taif 14 put 

forward their conditions for 

accepting Islam, and asked the 

Prophet (S.) to exempt them 

from offering salat, the Holy 

Prophet replied: 

"As for salat, a religion 

without ritual prayers is 

devoid of any benefit's” 

 

The Holy 

Quran gives a 

lot of 

importance to 

the prayers. At 

fourteen 

places, it is 

commanded 

and advised 

the believers to perform their 

prayers. In addition to that, the 

performance of salat has been 

described as one of the noble 

attributes of worshippers. 

 

In some other Quranic verses 

we find that Allah Almighty 

has given glad tidings to the 

humble ones, who remain 

steadfast in performing the 

prayers.' Also, worshipers are 

described as one of those 

whose dealings with their 

Lord are neither doomed to 

failure nor suffer any losses." 

And finally, it considers 

believers as those' who 

perform their prayers, pay the 

poor-due and believe in the 

hereafter. 
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WHY DO WE NEED A SUCCESSOR TO 

THE PROPHET? 
 

The reason here is the same 

reason we have for the 

necessity of there being 

Prophets: The Public and 

Universal Guidance. 

According to this accepted 

principle, each creature in the 

world has been given the 

possibilities needed for its 

evolution and each is created 

in such a way that it is 

naturally guided to the 

salvation of its kind. 

 

The human being is not at all 

an exception to this general 

rule. He, too, must be guided 

by the laws conforming with 

the laws of the creation and by 

the laws which are especially 

designed to meet his real 

needs, whether material, 

spiritual, or physical. These 

laws have the quality of being 

free from personal interests 

and deviation, and as a whole 

are to bring him prosperity and 

happiness both in this world 

and the day-after. Human 

wisdom alone can not find out 

and realize these laws, since 

the knowledge obtained by 

human appreciation is never 

safe against mistake, 

intellectual and emotional 

deviation and it is not able to 

present an all-embracing and 

an absolutely useful set of 

programs. Therefore there 

must be prophets to receive 

those principles through 

revelation and to offer them to 

the people without any 

distortion or any mistake and 

show the people the true path 

of perfection. 

 

Clearly, the above given 

reason, besides proving the 

necessity for prophets among 

the people, also proves the 

necessity of there being 

persons as Imams and the 

Prophet's successors to keep 

the divine programs intact and 

to teach them to the people in 

their original form and, 

furthermore, by the proper and 

righteous actions, to 

encourage the people to follow 
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the way of well-being. 

Otherwise, the human being 

would not be able to flourish 

his talents bestowed upon him 

by God and to use them in a 

complete way. These 

possibilities in case of not 

being prospered, will turn vain 

and nonsense, whereas 

Almighty God never wills so. 

Would it be wise to grant the 

possibility for progress and 

happiness without supplying 

the means to gain them?  

 

Avicina in his famous work 

"Shifa" says: 

"God has not neglected such 

things like eyebrows and 

hollow of the foot which may 

seem to be unimportant to 

man's life" "so how will it be 

possible for him to leave 

human societies" "without a 

guide and ruler and not to let 

them achieve the" "true 

happiness?"~  

 

This is why shi'aism believes 

that the divine assistance is 

ceaselessly given and there is 

always some kind of 

relationship between the 

heavens and the human world. 

This very reason explains 

much best that the Prophet's 

successor must be selected by 

God to be free from 

committing any possible sins 

and from making any 

mistakes. In other words, he 

must be infallible. 

 

Because a person who is not 

selected by God, will certainly 

have lots of problems and he 

will not be free from mistakes 

and errors and as a result, will 

not be able to realize all-

embracing prosperity of the 

human being, and he can not 

teach the people the true 

religion by which they reach 

real well-being. So in the Holy 

Quran, Almighty God says 

that all Muslims in all fields of 

life must follow, the persons 

whom He has selected: "0 

believers, obey God, and obey 

the Messenger and those in 

authority among you." Women 

chapter, 

 

It goes without saying that by 

"those in authority" whose 

obedience is obligatory like 

obeying the Prophet and 

whom God orders to follow in 
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COMMANDMENTS OF ISLAM 
Compiled by: The Patron of S. I. Education Society 

Hujatt-ul Islam S.S. Rizvi 

 

CONDITIONS FOR THE NON-

OBSERVANCE OF THE FAST 

If a person has a positive 

feeling about or fears sickness 

may result from 

fasting, or has a 

disease which 

will take a long 

time to cure, he is 

not obliged to 

fast, but for every 

fast missed, he 

must give one 

handful "mud" 

(grain) (as much 

as can be held in 

the cupped hands) as charity to 

a poor believer.  In addition, 

he should make up each fast 

missed, when he recovers his 

health. 

 

When a person is so aged that 

it is a hardship to fast, he is 

not obliged to fast, but he 

should also give one handful 

of wheat or barley to a poor 

believer for each fast omitted.   

If the aged person feels he has 

regained robust health, it is 

mustahab that he fast 

normally. 

 

A woman nursing her own or 

another child, who 

fears that fasting may 

affect her milk, is not 

obliged to fast 

although she should 

give one  mud for  

every fart omitted, 

later she has  to  make  

the fast in other days. 

 

If a pregnant woman 

fears that fasting may 

be harmful to her unborn 

baby, she is not obliged to 

fast, although she must pay 

one mud for every fast missed 

and make up the fast later on. 

For those who suffer  from  

chronic thirst, or if fasting 

would bring exceptional 

hardship or hazard to health, 

fasting is not obligatory, of 

course, these persons must 

make up the fast days 

whenever they have recovered 

their full health, but these 
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persons must  pass the whole 

day. by drinking less quantity 

of water as much as they can 

bear. 

For those persons who are 

travelling according to 

Shariat-law fasting is not 

obligatory. 

 

He who violated his fast 

during the month of Ramadan 

must make up the fast and do 

penance as well. Atonement 

for each fast missed during 

Ramadan is paid in one of the 

following ways : 

 

I,   Observation a continuous 

two month's fast.  

2. Provision 'of sixty poor  

persons with enough food for  

one meal to eat until they are 

full.  

3. Freeing a slave. 

Note :—Any one of the above 

acts of penance should be 

performed if the fast has been 

violated while legal conditions 

obtained, if, however,  illegal  

conditions were involved in 

the violation of the fast, (for 

example, fornication, drinking 

of alcohol, consuming of 

stolen food, etc.), al .three acts 

of atonement  should  be 

performed. 

If  a  person  violated  his fast 

during  the   month  of 

Ramadan by eating several 

times or repeating any other 

action which has caused the 

fast to be broken, he is still 

required to do only one act 

(atonement) of penance for the 

entire series of violations, with 

the exception that repeated 

sexual intercourse must be 

atoned for by an equal number 

of acts of penance, 

If a  man  forces  his  wife  

into  intercourse during the 

holy month of Ramadan, he 

must do two acts of penance, 

one himself and one for his 

wife.  If, however, the wife 

submits willingly to her 

husband's overtures, she must 

do her own atonement. 

If a person, in making up a 

day of fasting for the month of 

Ramadan, breaks it before 

noon, he must atone by doing 

an act of penance, such as 

providing ten poor persons 

with a full meal or observing 

three fast days in 

compensation (besides making 

up the broken fast itself). 
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CASES WHERE ONLY QAZA 

IS NECESSARY (THE 

MAKING-UP OP OMITTED 

FASTS WITHOUT KAFFARA 

'PENANCE'). 

 

1 Intentional vomiting 

rendering the fast 

ineffective.  

 

2 The case where one 

who has had a seminal 

discharge goes to sleep 

with the intention of 

rising and doing ghusl 

before the time of 

azan-e-Sobh, awakens 

during the night and 

falls asleep again 

without rising to bathe, 

and finally gets up too 

late to perform his 

ghusl. 

 

3 The  case  where one 

awakens  and  begins  

to eat Sehri (the pre-

dawn breakfast of 

Ramadan) without 

being aware that he 

had began too late in 

the morning.  

 

4 The case where one 

begins Sehri too late 

on the misinformation 

of another that there 

was still time and later 

realises the error. 

 

5 The case where one is 

correctly  informed 

that the time for Sehri 

passed but goes ahead 

with eating, thinking it 

is a joke, later realising 

that the informant was 

right.  

 

6 The case where one is 

correctly informed that 

time has passed but 

does not trust the word 

of the informant, going 

ahead with his Sehri 

and later realising that 

the information was 

correct, 

 

7 The case where one 

goes to bed at the time 

of Azan and sleeps 

until sunset without 

having the intention of 

fasting that day. 

 

8 The case of on« who 

has had a seminal 

discharge and has 
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forgotten to do ghusl 

but continues his 

fasting and prayer 

properly and becomes 

aware of his omission 

only several days later 

; he must make up the 

fast and prayer. 

 

9 The case of one who 

unaware that the holy 

month of Ramadan is 

due to begin the 

following day, neglects 

to perform ghusl 

before morning prayer 

of that day (the first 

day of the holy month 

of Ramadan). 

 

10 The case of a woman 

who, under goes her 

menstruation and post-

natal bleeding during 

the holy month of 

Ramadan. 

 

11 The case of blind 

person, who following 

the word of someone 

who misinforms him, 

breaks his fast at the 

wrong time but later 

becomes aware of his 

error.  

 

12 The case of a person 

who fasts properly 

except that h« begins it 

without the conscious 

intention in mind.  

 

13 The case of a person 

who gargles without 

need to do so and 

allows some water to 

slip accidently down 

his throat.  (This is of 

course, does not obtain 

if the gargling was 

done for the purpose of 

ablution).  

 

14 The case of a person 

who pretends that he 

has violated his fast 

although in actual fact 

he has not done so.  

 

15 The case of a person 

who does not fast 

because he has 

confused the first day 

of the holy month of 

Ramadan with the last 

day of the month of 

Shaban.  
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